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NEWSLETTER 8                                     28 AUGUST 2020  

Dear Parents and friends of the school

Individual Parent - Teacher meetings:

One of the functions we missed out on was the individual PTA where
parents could meet with their child’s teacher to discuss his or her
progress. This traditionally takes place at the start of the third term.
Although we have allowed a few parents to come in for meetings, we still
think it best to limit parents visiting classes as this affects the cleaning
and sanitation protocols in place. Having many parents walking around
the school at the same time going from class to class will pose an
unnecessary Covid risk. However, the teachers are very happy to meet
with parents via Zoom, Whatsapp video or Google Meet. If you would like
a meeting with your child’s teacher, please contact them and set up a time
convenient to both of you. We are not going to set days for this, teachers
will make themselves available for this purpose till the end of term. By the
same token, there may be teachers who want to set up a meeting with you
and will contact you accordingly. 

 

PE during school: 

There have been a few complaints about the PE sessions that Micaela and
Hygon are taking and I wish to address this.  PE is very important and it is
being done outdoors so the Covid risk is minimal. Micaela and Hygon are
very aware that children have largely been inactive for months - and they
have adjusted the programme accordingly. Senior staff have watched
these sessions and have confirmed that the programme is much lighter
than usual and well below the basic requirements for each age.  Children
may be struggling due to the extent of their inactivity during lockdown,
but this makes these sessions even more important. PE is compulsory
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and I suggest that children who complain about how hard the sessions
are do something about their level of fitness. 

Sport in the 4th term

With the gradual reduction of the Covid levels, we are hoping to offer
limited sporting opportunities for non contact sports: 

 

Swimming: We feel that swimming can start if we limit the number of
children in the pool at one time. We have taken the hard decision to
cancel both squad and individual swimming with Aquasplash  in Term 4
for two reasons. Firstly, the cost. The school and many parents have been
adversely affected financially and this is an expensive option. Secondly,
pulling children out of school for individual lessons is more problematic
now because they attend school  only every second day in most cases.
Luckily, with the appointment of Micaela Bauer as sports coordinator, we
have an excellent swimming coach we can use as follows: 

For the pre-primary - we can unfortunately not offer ‘How to swim’
individual classes at this stage. We traditionally only start with
swimming in November because the water is too cold for the little
ones. We will need to make a decision in November as to whether
we can offer class swimming as usual. 

For Grade 1 - 10 We will offer FREE after school swimming classes
which will combine squad and individual lessons. We will have
groups of no more than 12 children. These classes will be after
school from Monday to Thursday. This will be for ALL children, not
just squad swimmers as long as your child can swim a little bit (they
don’t need to swim well, but they must be able to float and put their
faces in the water). Swimming will be entirely voluntary - but parents
will need to sign up for it. Your child will be allocated a time straight
after school on a day that they are at school. Forms will be sent out
before the end of this term for parents to sign up. 
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 Granny Gear: 

As mountain biking takes place outdoors and children are far apart
because of the bicycles, we will allow it to start from 1 September.
Parents are free to decide whether they want their children to take part or
not. Granny gear will be in contact with the relevant children (contact
details for Granny Gear are in the MarketPlace that went out today). 

Playball: 

We are looking at allowing Playball to start again next term, but outside
and with strict safety protocols in place. 

Grade 2 learners busy with 3D stacking techniques.

To: The students, staff and families of Welling Prep
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RE: Mandela day donations

 
Thank you very much for your wonderful donation of

goods to Butterfly House as your Mandela Day
project.

 
It is heartwarming to see that people are willing to

help even though they might be experiencing
difficulties themselves during this pandemic.

 
We have continued to feed vulnerable children in the

Fairyland area throughout lockdown, so your
contribution will allow us carry on with our work

going forward.
 

We appreciate your donation and your school.
 

Please let me know if you would like to visit us
sometime.

 
Yours in serving the community

Cathy Ratz
 

Marketing and Quality Control Coordinator
marketing@drakensteinhospice.org.za

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rvepe7jhWxw
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