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Dear Parents
The return of all classes to the classroom has happened very smoothly
and we were delighted to see the smiling faces and witness the lovely
enthusiasm on Monday. Just a friendly reminder that all Covid protocols
remain in effect. It is critical that we don’t drop our guard just because
infection numbers are decreasing nicely.
We would like to extend a warm welcome to Zack Jeniker (SPG) and
Keevah Davids (Gr 3).
Sport
All going well, we would like to start with some sport and physical
exercise soon, but in such a way that safety measures are maintained:
From Monday 15 February, we will be starting with voluntary
swimming, cricket (Prep), basketball (College), athletics and chess
We will NOT be introducing compulsory PE on Mondays nor will
there be PE sessions during the school day.
Parents who would like their children to participate in sport will need
to sign up to do so. As sign up is voluntary, parents have the right to
not allow their children to play sport if they feel the risk is too great.
Our sports coordinator, Michaela Bauer, will be sending sport
commitment forms home soon
As there is no compulsory PE on Mondays, the school times will
remain unchanged.

Just a reminder, the school bus does 4 trips in the afternoons so it
can’t wait for the end of sports practice to leave. If your child signs
up for sport, you will need to make alternative arrangements to pick
up your child.
It is too soon to make a call as to whether we will be able to hold our
inter-schools gala and athletics events this term. We will make a call
on this later in the term. If they do go ahead, it will probably be in
phase groups to maintain the required social distancing.
Chess is the only sport that happens indoors but Athon, the Chess
coach, has devised a comprehensive Covid plan that includes
children operating on their own boards, at least two meter spacings
and sanitising the pieces between games.

Covid and the Office
Heather is busy in the mornings with screening at the hall. She only gets
back to the office at about 8:10am. She is therefore not available to see
parents before school. In an emergency, parents can contact me in my
office (I am normally in from about 7:30am).

Aftercare Phone
We have been having endless problems with the Aftercare phone - both in
terms of the phone not working and also with the Aftercare staff not
responding to messages (WhatsApp has not been working for a while).
My apologies for any inconvenience caused. We will implement the
following changes:
If you need to contact the Aftercare, please use Caroline’s phone
number: 0767721815
Caroline is not always available to answer - so please send
messages unless it is an emergency.
If your message has not been answered or dealt with in a reasonable
space of time, parents must please report this to Lynne Oosthuizen
(l.oosthuizen@wellingtonprep.college)

College Open Day
We were planning to have our College Open day for 2022 admissions
early this month, but Covid regulations have prevented this from

happening. We are tentatively planning to have the Open Day on
Thursday 25 March. Please keep this day free if you are considering the
College for your child. More information will follow closer to the time.

Appointment of a Counsellor
I am delighted to announce that we have appointed a Guidance
counsellor, Ally Franken, on a part time basis. Ally will attend school and
will work across all the grades every Monday. More details will follow in
due course.

Management Committee
Thank you to Anita Breed and Mikaela Donkersloot-Daniel for kindly
putting their names forward to serve on the Management Committee. This
means, as per the constitution, we have four parent representatives: Errol
Corrigan and Cheryl Prins are the other two parent members who served
on the committee last year. They will be joined by the permanent
members, Heather Johnson, David and Sue Sonnenberg and myself.

Legacy Project and the Sponsorship Programme
We are very grateful to the parents and friends of the school for
supporting the legacy and sponsorship projects. For new parents and
those who would be kind enough to consider supporting these ventures,
a brief summary follows:
The Legacy Project is an opportunity for parents to donate a lump sum or
a monthly instalment (even an extra R100 a month can make a big
difference). This money is then used for specific capital projects such as
repairing the road, paving or planting trees. The legacy project money
does not get used for repairs and maintenance but is used for improving
the school grounds for all our children. We are a registered PBO, so
donations to the legacy fund are tax deductible.
We are very proud of our Sponsorship Programme. At present only a very
small number of parents support this programme, most of the donations
come from philanthropic supporters not directly linked to the school. The
sponsorship programme allows children from lower income households
to attend our school with sponsors making an annual or monthly
donation towards the fees of these carefully selected children. The
identity of the sponsored learners is kept secret, but our school is
infinitely richer thanks to this programme. We are not, and never will be,

an elitist private school. The sponsorship programme has a separate PBO
number so all donations to this programme are tax deductible as well.
If you would like to know more about either programme or if you would be
kind enough to offer your support, please contact either Heather or I.

It is wonderful to have our learners back at school!

